Computer Tools for Rehearsing the Brahms Requiem

The following material tells how to get access to 7 files containing the 7 sections of the Brahms Deutsches Requiem so you can practice by singing along.  These 7 files are in Musical Instrument Digital Interface (MIDI or .mid) format.  If you click on one, your media player (Windows Media Player or Quicktime) will play it.  This will happen no matter whether the file is on a remote website, or has been downloaded to your computer.  However, websites and Internet connections can be unreliable, so the following material will tell you how to download these files to your home computer.

The files are free, the total size is only half a million bytes, which is very small by today's standards, and there are no copyright problems as they came from the Classical Music Archives.  These files can also be collected from a CD-ROM if access via the Internet is a problem for you.

A. Instructions for collecting the files via the Internet

1.  Using your Internet browser go to www.summit.bobgammill.com or www.bobgammill.com.

2.  Click on MIDI files for WCC Choir

3.  The user name is guest

4.  The password is WCC

(Case matters! Be sure to check Remember my password)

5.   If you left click on a blue file name, your media player should play it.  Please right click on a file, 
and when a menu appears, select Save Target As... to download the file.  Select (or create) a 
folder named My_Music or MIDI to store the files, so you can find them later.

6.  Repeat step 5 for the remaining 6 files and also for the Sweet MIDI Player link.  Be sure you 
download the correct (PC or MAC) player.

Now, you can stop here if you wish, but the files are much more useful if played with a MIDI player.  When played on a media player they sound like a very mechanical performance by computer, which is exactly what it is.  However, MIDI files are actually text files (somewhat like sheet music) but organized as a multi-track recording.  If played with a MIDI player, the volume of each track (channel) cam be independently controlled,  each channel has a MUTE button and a SOLO button, and the change tempo window can be set to a plus or minus percent figure to change the tempo without changing the pitches.  Also, channel 10 has a metronome click.  So, you will enjoy using the files more if you install the free “Sweet MIDI Player” from Roni Music company (Sweden).

Installing the Sweet MIDI Player only requires you to run the file that was downloaded in step 6 above.

This file is named setup_swmipl32.exe (for a PC) or swmiplx.zip (for a MAC). Running the file (double click on it) will install a Roni Music folder in your Program Files folder, containing the Sweet MIDI Player. You will also discover that you now have an icon on your desktop for the Sweet MIDI Player.  Double click on the icon, and it should appear on your monitor.  Now you are ready to configure your MIDI player.  See the back.

You need to know where to find your vocal track, once you are running the MIDI player.  If you are a soprano, look for a channel (6 or 12) marked flute.  Alto, find a channel (7 or 13) marked clarinet.  Tenor, find a channel (8 or 14) marked oboe.  Bass, find a channel (9 or 15) marked bassoon.  Another way to say this is that SATB is in channels 6-9 in sections 1, 4 and 5.  SATB is in channels 12-15 for sections 2, 3, 6 and 7.  The soprano and baritone soloist parts are in channel 11 of the sections where they sing.  These files were created elsewhere, so the channel locations came this way.

B. Configuring or Trouble Shooting your Sweet MIDI Player

Be sure to note the menu buttons at the top, “File  Edit  Options  MIDI  Help”  They are important.

1.  Your player may be too big for your screen (can't see the play, pause, stop buttons) or too small. The Options menu button has a Zoom option that allows you to size the player as you like.

2. When you want to pick a .mid file to play, you must click on the File menu button, and then the Open option under it.  Now you will see an Open window, which says Look in and points to some random place on your disk.  You must move the Look in to show the contents of the folder you put your MIDI files in, select the file you want, and click the Open button at the bottom of the window.  Next time you run the MIDI player it will point to the correct folder.  Now you are ready to play the file using the 5 standard tape/CD   “play/stop/pause” icon buttons at the bottom.  Experiment a little with these, while watching the Bar (measure) value just to the right of them to see how they control the movement through the piece.  Play always returns you to the beginning, while pause allows both pause and restart from a given location.

3. There isn't any sound?  This may mean that you have never used the software synthesizer on your computer.  Click on the MIDI menu button and then the MIDI Setup... option. Set the A Output value to the “Microsoft GS Wavetable SW Synth” option.  Next, go to the Windows Control Panel and click on the Sounds and Audio Devices icon, which looks like a loudspeaker.  Click on the Audio tab on the window that opens, and then work your way down to the volume control slider for the SW Synth.  Slide that slider all the way to the top, and make sure MUTE is not checked.  Sorry we can't be more specific here, but different versions of windows do this differently, but there is always a volume control slider for the SW Synth.  By the way, this is only the first volume control that may need to be turned up. The next is the loudspeaker icon on your PC or MAC desktop.  Finally if  you have plugged a speaker system into your headphone jack, be sure the volume control on it is high and not muted.  If you have all these volume controls set up, then the volume sliders on each channel will do a good job for you.  Also in the MIDI menu, make sure MIDI click is enabled.

4. It is not a trouble to be fixed, but you may not like your vocal part being represented by a flute, clarinet, oboe or bassoon.  Be sure the player is stopped (not actively playing a file) and click on the name of the instrument for the channel you want to change.  You will see a menu of patches (synthesizer sounds).  You may like to have the sound of an acoustic grand piano, or choir ahs (under ensemble), or some other instrument that is easy for you to hear while singing along.

5. Do not be faint of heart when asked for a password, or chided to send money to Roni Music. Just keep blasting forward.  They would like to get money from you, but it all works fine without registering the player.  You can always download a new one if this one stops working. Mine keeps warning me that my evaluation time is running out, but it never stops working.

6. Until I needed to write this for you I had never looked at the Help menu.  There is some useful information there.  Also, if you need personal help,contact me:


Bob Gammill, 952-995-1039, gammill@cs.ndsu.edu

Susan Gammill, 952-995-1039, gammill@prodigy.net

